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History of Antisemitism:  From the Enlightenment to the Present Day
This course will examine the role of antisemitism in Jewish life and in European and American history in the modern era.  The course’s introduction will examine the ways in which modern antisemitism broke with the ancient and medieval past. To do so, we will consider the Christian and pagan roots of antisemitism and investigate a number of key historical moments during the medieval period when groups voiced hatred toward the Jews.   The second portion of the class will consider the development of modern antisemitism in Germany, England, France,  Latin America, and the United States.  Topics will include the politicization of antisemitism by the left and the right, the social dimensions of antisemitism, the role of antisemitism in socioeconomic conflicts, the development of racial antisemitism, and cultural concerns over Jewish difference.  This section also will delve into certain historical episodes, namely the creation of antisemitic parties in Germany, the Dreyfus Affair in France, and the publication of the International Jew in the United States.  We also will consider antisemitism in the Nazi and Fascist revolutions. As we conduct this examination, we will analyze Jewish responses to antisemitism.  The course’s final component will examine the development of new strands of anti-Jewish thought, imagery, and action after World War II. Throughout the course, we will pay attention to the ways in which anti-Jewish prejudice became embedded in the worldviews of significant sectors of the European and American populations. 

This course is considered part of the Group B offerings of the department and fulfills the department’s post-1750 requirement.

Course Objectives
One of the objectives of this course is to understand the historical contexts that shaped Jew-hatred.  In so doing, this course provides students with an understanding of the many variables that influence human behavior and group activity. Most important, it addresses important contemporary and historical issues of difference and diversity, and it does so within a comparative context, across time and place. 

The course hopes to improve students’ reading skills and to develop their abilities to determine the place of cultural artifacts in the study of history. It will encourage students to improve their critical thinking through the study of diverse interpretations of historical events.  Students will sharpen their communication and writing skills in papers, discussions, and exams.  Finally, they will develop their critical thinking through the historical analysis of primary and secondary sources.

Requirements:

(1) Attendance and Participation  You are required to attend the weekly meetings and be responsible for the material covered in them. You are expected to participate in our discussions, and your participation grade will be based on attendance and your regular informed contributions to class discussions.  Please come to class on time so that you do not cause unnecessary disruption for your fellow classmates. (20 points, 10%)

(2) Quizzes:  Over the course of the quarter, I will ask you to address material raised by the reading.  These quizzes will take the form of short answer questions, multiple choice, matching exercises, and/or identifications. (20 points. 10%)

(3) Exam #1:  This hour-long exam will include short questions and an essay question covering the material from the lectures, discussions, and readings. (30 points, 15%)

(4) Exam #2: This hour-long exam will include short questions and an essay question covering the material from the lectures, discussions, and readings. (30 points, 15%)

(5) Case Study  You will be required to submit a five page paper concerning a case study distributed in class.  Your case study will describe a historical event and ask that you and your colleagues consider the phenomenon and its ramifications. (30 points, 15 points each, 15%)

(6) Final Exam This two hour long exam will include short questions and two essay questions.  (70 points, 35%)

Reading List (all books are available at SBX and on reserve):

Primo Levi, Survival in Auschwitz
Richard S. Levy, Antisemitism in the Modern World

Helmut Walser Smith, A Butcher’s Tale

Jacob Wassermann, My Life as German and Jew

The remaining articles and reading materials can be accessed directly on line or through CARMEN (https://carmen.osu.edu/).   Materials available on CARMEN are marked with an asterisk (*).

Policies:

(1) Examinations and Writing Assignments:  There will be three exams in connection with this course: two hourly exams and a final exam.  These exams will require you to synthesize materials from lecture, class discussions, and readings.  There also will be quizzes.  You must take the exams and quizzes at the scheduled time.  Students will be allowed to take a make-up exam only for urgent reasons, such as a medical or legal emergency. In accordance with departmental policy, the student will be expected to present proof of the emergency, such as an official statement from the University Medical Center.  If you need to take a make-up exam, you must submit your proof of emergency to me within 9 days of the scheduled exam. All make up work is to be completed by the last day of classes.

(2) Grade complaints must be made in writing and only after 24 hours have passed after grades are distributed.  

(3) It is the responsibility of the Committee on Academic Misconduct to investigate or establish procedures for the investigation of all reported cases of student academic misconduct. The term “academic misconduct” includes all forms of student academic misconduct wherever committed; illustrated by, but not limited to, cases of plagiarism and dishonest practices in connection with examinations. Instructors shall report all instances of alleged academic misconduct to the committee (Faculty Rule 3335-5-487). For additional information, see the Code of Student Conduct (http://studentaffairs.osu.edu/resource_csc.asp).

(4) In accordance with departmental policy, all students must be officially enrolled in the course by the end of the second full week of the quarter.  No requests to add the course will be approved by the department chair after that time.  Enrolling officially and on time is solely the responsibility of each student.

(5) Please turn of cell-phones at the beginning of class.

(6) A copy of this syllabus can be found by accessing the course material via CARMEN:

(7) Students with disabilities that have been certified by the Office for Disability Services will be appropriately accommodated, and should inform the instructor as soon as possible of their needs. The Office for Disability Services is located in 150 Pomerene Hall, 1760 Neil Avenue; telephone 292-3307, TDD 292-0901; http://www.ods.ohio-state.edu/.

Lecture and Reading Schedule:




Introduction:  Continuities and Discontinuities in Anti-Jewish thinking

Meeting 1

What makes antisemitism “modern?”  



Is antisemitism unique?



Recommended:  Shmuel Almog, “What’s in a Hyphen?”*


Meeting 2

Was there such a thing as “medieval antisemitism?”

Robert Chazan, “Medieval Antisemitism,” in David Berger, ed. History and Hate *

“The Prioress’ Tale”*

Martin Luther, selections from “On the Jews and their Lies”*




Anti-Jewish Thought and Action before 1870




Meeting 3

The Enlightenment and the Jews



Voltaire, “Jews” in Works, vol. V, pp. 266-315*




Levy, Antisemitism in the Modern World, pp. 31-46

Meeting  4

The Rise of the Nation-State

Christian Wilhelm Dohm “On The Improvement of the Civic Condition of the Jews” *




Levy, Antisemitism in the Modern World, pp. 49-61

Meeting 5

Jewish Responses to Anti-Judaism before 1870

Elenore Sterling “Jewish Reaction to Jew-Hatred in the First Half of the Nineteeth Century” *



Making of Modern Antisemitism







Meeting 6

The Many Models of Antisemitism




Derek Penslar, Shylock’s Children, chapter 1




Levy, Antisemitism in the Modern World, pp. 113-144

Meeting 7

Exam #1
Meeting 8

Antisemitism in Eastern Europe, 1880-1914 and in Latin America

“Report on the 1881 Pogroms”*




“On the Beilis Affair*




“A Report on Tragic Week”*

Meeting 9

Antisemitism in Western and Central Europe and the United States




Helmut Walser Smith, The Butcher’s Tale
Meeting 10

Communal and Institutional Responses:  Zionism, Bundism, Self-Defense




Theodore Herzl “A Solution of the Jewish Question” (*)




Max Nordau “Jewry of Muscle” (*)

Meeting 11
Individual Responses:  Acculturation, Religious Observance, and Self-Hatred


Jacob Wassermann, My Life as German and Jew (selections)


“From the Written to the Spoken Word”:  Antisemitism 1914-1945

Meeting 12

Antisemitism in the Interwar Years




Levy, Antisemitism in the Modern World, pp. 147-165
Meeting 13

Antisemitism and the Nazi Rise to Power




Exam #2

Meeting 14

Nazi Revolution in Germany 




Robert Weltsch, “Wear it with Pride, the Yellow Badge”*




Visitor – Holocaust Survivor

Meeting 15

The  Holocaust





Primo Levi, Survival in Auschwitz



Antisemitism 1945-2004








Meeting 16

Post War Antisemitism in Europe and the United States




Film:  Gentleman’s Agreement



Jean-Paul Sartre, Antisemite and Jew (selections)*

Meeting 17

Antisemitism and the 1960s 

Collection of materials from radical student groups*

Dagmar Herzog, “1968ers”*

“Recollections of 1967”*

Meeting 18

Recent Controversies in Europe 

Collection of newspaper articles concerning recent events in Germany, France, and England*

Case Study Due
Meeting 19

Recent Controversies in the Middle East




“The Blood Libel Legend Today”*

Meeting 20

Current Challenges in the United States

Collection of reviews, list-serve pieces surrounding Mel Gibson’s film, The Passion*

Final Exam to be given on xxxx
(Judd, 5)

